
7th ELA – Week 7 – May 11-15 – Miss Boydstun, Mrs. Daoud, Mrs. Rez-Kersey 

Hello 7th Graders! 

We are excited to continue our work on poetry books this week and recognize the hard work many of you are 

doing! We are thrilled that we are starting to hear from many more of you than we did at the beginning of our 

continuous learning – so, whether you’re newly jumping into the learning this week, or you’ve been following 

along since March, we are so glad you’re here with us. Poetry can be a great way to express yourself and 

process your thinking, so we encourage you to use this time to think deeply and reflect. 

Good news – there is no Rev it Up this week! Instead, use this time to catch up on past assignments if you are 

missing anything. The most important thing to catch up on from previous weeks is your Theme organizer. As 

you move through your poetry book, each of your poems should be about your theme. The organizer was 

from Week 5. If you sent it back to school, do your best to remember what theme you chose, and spend some 

time thinking about symbols, colors, nouns, and verbs. 

The report card category your poetry book work will fall into is the Writing to Explain standard – poetry is a 

form of narrative writing. 

Remember that your final book will need to either be typed with images and emailed, or hand-written and 

illustrated and sent to us on the bus. If you need final paper to hand-write your poetry book, be sure to let 

your teacher know. 

Finally, keep all of your poem drafts until the final due date. You do not need to send us poems as you finish 

them; rather, keep track of them, and only send us any questions you have, and your weekly reflection. 

Here are your assignments this week. You can check them off in the right-hand column if you’d like. You can 

work on a daily schedule as posted below, or if you’d like to devote more time one day to ELA than another, 

do what works best for you! 

Monday Read over the poetry directions for this week. You’ll be writing five new 
types of poems. Choose one to brainstorm and draft today. If you 
haven’t done your theme organizer from Week 5 yet, do this FIRST! 

___ Theme 
organizer from 
Week 5 if not yet 
complete 

Tuesday Choose a second poem to brainstorm and draft today.   

Wednesday Brainstorm and draft another poem today.   

Thursday By the end of today, have at least four poems drafted.  

Friday Today should be spent writing your fifth poem. This means you should 
now have TEN poems written, including last week’s. If you don’t, spend 
time on what’s missing. Check Week 6 on the school website for 
directions on poems you might be missing. 
 

Complete the reflection questions and submit for return to your teacher, 
either by bus, email, or Remind. 

___ 5 poems 
drafted (10 total) 
___ Reflection 
complete  

 

Have a great week. We are here to answer your questions! 

Miss Boydstun    Mrs. Daoud            Mrs. Rez-Kersey 

kboydstun@northmasonschools.org edaoud@northmasonschools.org        mreznicek@northmasonschools.org  

mailto:kboydstun@northmasonschools.org
mailto:edaoud@northmasonschools.org
mailto:mreznicek@northmasonschools.org


Poetry Book Instructions 

In this packet you’ll find directions for how to write five different types of poems, as well as examples of the poems from 

previous years. Some might look familiar; they’re from your scavenger hunt during Week 4. Yes, we used real 7th grade 

poems as your examples! 

This week, you’ll get five new poem types to add to your five from last week. The third week, you’ll get the final five, and 

directions for putting your final drafts together in a poetry book. In the end, you’ll be asked to send us your ten favorite 

poems in one book or Word document. If you would like a folder with some final draft paper to submit your final book 

to us through the bus, be sure to complete that section of the weekly reflection. 

You do not need to send us your poems this week. Rather, keep track of all your poem drafts in the next three weeks, 

and work on writing, revising, and refining them so they create one collection over the weeks. 

Each week, you’ll send us a reflection answering 3 questions. That is the only thing you need to turn in each week until 

May 29, when your final project is due. 

To recap – 

• You should have rough drafts of poems 1-5 from last week, and sent your teacher the reflection 

• This week, rough draft poems 6-10 May 11-15; send your teacher the reflection 

• Rough draft poems 11-15 May 18-22; send your teacher your reflection questions 

• Choose your favorite 10 to revise and edit 

• Neatly print and illustrate or type and add graphics for your final ten poems 

• Submit all ten of your poems to your teacher by May 29 

** If you want to earn a 4 on this assignment, send us all 15 poems! ** 

 

The second five poems you’ll write are - 

1. Four Word Poem 

2. Anything Goes Poem 

3. Pyramid Poem 

4. Recipe Poem 

5. Haiku Poem 

You’ll find a page with the directions for each type included in this packet. Each page has some questions or thinking 

prompts which might be helpful for you to brainstorm as you’re writing your poems. These are optional, do not need to 

be sent to me, and don’t even need to be completed if you already have an idea for your poem. They are meant to help 

get your brain thinking!  

The reflection questions to answer and send back to me this week are also in this packet. Remember, the only thing 

you’re sending to me for your poetry book this week are questions if you have them, and your reflection! Keep your 

poems until the final due date when you’ve written them all. 

  



Four-Word Poem 

You are to write a poem using no more than four words – including the title! Of course, any or all of 

the words may be repeated as often as desired. 

Four-word poems should express at least one complete idea or feeling reflecting your theme. You 

might be surprised to find that it takes more thought and effort to write something with only a few 

words than with lots of words! 

Examples 

FIREWORKS! (By Jennifer Clifton, whose theme 

was special occasions) 

 

Whistle, POP!, Crackle! 

POP!, Whistle, Crackle! 

Crackle, Crackle, POP! 

Whistle! 

FIREWORKS! 

 

Boxing (By Adam Geier, whose theme was sports) 

 

Punch, slam, punch 

Slam, punch, slam 

punch, slam 

KNOCKOUT! 

Creek (By April Self, whose theme was nature) 

 

Overflowing, receding 

Overflowing, receding 

Overflowing, receding 

Overflowing, receding 

Stilled! 

 

Ice (By Annie Gilbert, whose theme was seasons) 

 

BRR, COLD, cold, cold BRR, brr 

brr, COLD, cold, (crack,… crack,…) 

BRR, COLD, cold, cold, BRR, brr, brr 

     (crack…) BRR, brr, COLD, 

          CRACK!!! 

Bubbles By Sarah Katz, whose theme was toys) 

 

Up, up, down 

Up, up down 

Up, up, up… 

     POP! 

Swimming (By Emma Yantis, whose theme was water) 

 

Splash! 

Stroke, stroke, stroke 

Climb, splash! 

Stroke, stroke, stroke 

Climb 

Splash! 

 

Notice how several of these poems use onomatopoeia – sound words? They create some movement 

and sound to the poem and make it a sensory experience for the reader. See what sound words you 

can use in your poem. 

Use the space below, or separate paper, to brainstorm some powerful words that deal with your 

theme. Group them based on a subject. Or first pick a subject and write words about that subject. 

There are lots of ways to brainstorm this one, and we can’t wait to see what you pick! 

  



Anything Goes Poem 

Anything Goes Poems give you the chance to let loose and express yourself fully in verse. You can 

write about a mood, feeling, a single moment in time, a thought, or anything you want as long as it 

also mentions the theme of your poetry. The theme does not have to have stanzas, and the lines do 

not have to rhyme. In fact, it doesn’t even have to look like a poem. Anything Goes! 

Examples 

Fishing (By Billy Landram) 

 

Casting 

   d  

     o 

       w  

          n  

into the 

     d  

       e 

         e 

           p 

water 

trying to  

catch a fish 

Sadness (By Christy Smith, whose theme was 

colors) 

 

Black, the color of a funeral 

   sad people everywhere you look 

Pink, the color of a shy bashful 

   person scared to speak up, taken advantage of 

Red, embarrassed, enraged, a fiery 

   person ready to EXPLODE 

   at any time. 

 

 

PIZZA (By Chad Sparber, whose theme was food) 

 

A triangular treat 

     With pepperoni 

     S            G     your face 

         T       N       Just take plenty. 

 

Eclipse (By Noah Coffin, whose theme was Space) 

 

One minute it’s dark then 

     it is light. 

The moon had covered the sun 

     what a sight! 

For an instant there was a ring of light 

     but then the moon continued its flight. 

          U   I 

            FF 

 

This is a great time to write a poem that uses some of the symbols you brainstormed on your theme 

worksheet. Jot down a list of symbols here or on your own paper. How can you visually represent that 

symbol? What story can you tell about it? 

  



Pyramid Poem 

Here is a simple poetry formula: 

Line 1:  a noun, the subject of your poem 

Line 2:  two adjectives 

Line 3:  three verbs, in any form 

Line 4:  two short statements or a state/question combination 

 

When combined, each line should be getting longer with your shortest line on top and your longest 

line on bottom. It will look like a pyramid when you are done. You can play with the spacing to make it 

look even, but the general idea is there! Your title may be separate, or you may use the first line as 

your title. 

Examples 

Summer (By Abbey Amacher, whose theme was 

summer) 

 

                                Popsicles 

                           Sticky,     fruity 

                  melting, freezing, dripping 

A refreshing taste that cools you off on a hot day. 

                              Flowers  

                       Elegant,   vibrant 

              Growing, multiply, impressing 

Becoming more breathtaking, painting the landscape 

 

(By Alneda Reimer, whose theme was flowers) 

New Year’s Day (By Samantha Gokey, whose theme 

was holidays) 

 

                     New Year’s Day 

               Great fun, outrageous 

   Visiting, partying, mingling with friends 

Staying  up  late,  having  fun  with  friends! 

                             Wind 

                       Breezy, gusty 

                 Blowing, moaning, howling 

Trash, tumbling in the wind. Will it calm down? 

 

(By Riley Nelson, whose theme was weather) 

 

Use the table below, or one like it on your own paper, to help you brainstorm… 

SUBJECTS/TOPICS FOR 
YOUR POEM 

NOUNS FOR YOUR 
POEM 

ADJECTIVES FOR YOUR 
POEM 

VERBS FOR YOUR POEM 

    

 

*A noun is a person/     
       place/thing/idea 
*Adjectives describe 
*Verbs are action words 



Recipe Poem 

Choose a topic related to your theme. Decide what “ingredients” would be used to create your topic, 

and how it could be “prepared.” Some common cooking terms are listed, if you’d like some ideas. Be 

creative! It could be fun to watch a cooking show or two while you get inspired! 

Examples: 

A Great Volleyball Game 

Measure out 12 players. 

Add knee pads, shorts, court shoes, and tee shirts 

Simmer in a pot of talent 

Fold in skills and strategy 

Stir in large amounts of good sportsmanship 

Sprinkle liberally with enthusiasm 

Pour into a well-lined volleyball court 

Separate the court with a net 

Add in a pinch of competitiveness 

Toss in a fair referee and add a whistle 

Bake in the heat of the game for 15 points 

Cover with cheers, encouragement, and high-fives 

(By Sheri Hitch, whose theme was sports) 

 

Space 

 

Take a whole lot of room 

Toss in some galaxies 

Scramble in some planets 

Crumble in some asteroids and comets 

Coat with alien space craft 

Roll in billions of stars 

Add a telescope 

Let set for 5 minutes 

Sit back and taste the marinated view 

(By Dominick Arnold, whose theme was 

space) 

 

  Recipe for a Tsunami 

 

Start with a seaside town 

Dip in a giant wave 

Add screaming people 

Pour in destruction 

Toss in a pinch of broken homes 

Sprinkle in a mix of TV and weather 

reports about a giant wave 

Churn homes until crumbled 

Then spread despair and mortality 

across the town 

(By Ricky Bivens, whose theme was 

natural disasters) 

 

 
Stir Ingredients Freeze Mix Cups Cool Sort Sprinkle 

Dice Teaspoons Chill Mince A pinch of Set aside Mash  Steep 

Blend Cut in Turn out Whip Barbecue Roll Cover  Toss 

Smooth Marinate Skewer Spoon Toast Glaze Fry Flambé 

Add Dip Split Pour Spear Stuff Puree Soak 

Beat Decorate Scoop  Boil Garnish Pipe Pickle Let rise 

Fold Slice Crack Chop Hard boil Strain Melt Separate 

Scramble  Cook Bake  Squirt Simmer  Combine  Rice Perk 

Fill  Warm  Blanch  Ladle  Scald  Broil  Steam Roll 

Sauté  Knead  Spread Braise Punch down Spoon Defrost Rinse 

Roast  Leaven  Measure Sear  Core  Pinch Extract A dash of 

Julienne  Dry Shake Shred Coat Sift Ream Cool 

Crush To taste Churn Crumble  Ferment  Frost Double Substitute 



Haiku Poem 

Haiku is a tiny poem with huge impact. It’s an ancient form of Japanese poetry that originally consisted of three 

unrhymed lines in a set pattern. It often is about nature, animals, seasons, and contrasts. Originally it was used 

as a form of courtship. If a man or woman liked the poem, they would respond back with a five-line response of 

their own, called a Tanka.  

 

Line 1: Five syllables (or beats)      An old silent pond… 

Line 2: Seven syllables (or beats)      A frog jumps into the pond, 

Line 3: Five syllables (or beats)       Splash! Silence again. 

To find syllables in words, think about the beat of the word. The words an, old, and pond only have one syllable, 

or beat, each. Silent, on the other hand, has two – your mouth moves twice when saying this word. Si-lent. The 

word beautifully, for example, has four syllables: beau-ti-ful-ly. Counting syllables is important in this form, as 

each line has its specific number of syllables. You can count for syllables by clapping, tapping, or even jumping 

as you say words. 

Examples 

              Dracula          Summer 

 

  Sharp teeth and black hair          Endless dunes of sand 

     transforming into a bat      covering to the shoreline 

        looking for victims          soft under your feet 

 

(By Jerry Jones, whose theme was fantasy)  (By Peter Jong, whose theme was seasons) 

 

           Frozen in Time            Roses 

    Snow blankets the earth          Petals of red blood 

  lifeless branches iced over           covering the ground in death 

         the world is asleep.          blow in the fall wind 

(By Abbey Amacher, whose theme was seasons)    (By Jezirae Schnirch, whose theme was seasons) 

 

First, brainstorm topics within your theme. Then, a list of words or phrases about the topic you choose. Next to 

each word or phrase, circle the number of syllables. Piece them together to not only tell a story, but to stay in 

bounds of the Haiku structure. 

  



Full Name _______________________________ Teacher ______________ 

Reflection This Week 

Directions: This is the page you’ll fill out and send back to your teacher. You can write your answers to these 

questions in an email and send it to me; you can write your answers on a piece of paper and take a picture to 

send to me; or, you can send it back in writing on the bus. This is the only thing you need to send this week 

for your poetry book. 

 

Reflection 3-2-1 

List 3 Things you’re 

proud of accomplishing 

in your poems this week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List 2 Things you know 

you’ll want to go back 

and revise as you finalize 

a poem from this week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write 1 Quick 

explanation of your work 

this week. What poem 

did you like best or 

least? How are you 

feeling about this 

project? What questions 

do you have so far? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second call: Do this only if you haven’t filled it out yet! Make an X through it if you have already answered! 

Your final poetry book will be either emailed to us as one Word document with all ten of your poems and your 

illustrations, or hand-written/drawn and sent back to school on the bus.  

*Do you want a folder with paper sent by the bus? _____________________ 

* If yes, what bus route? __________________ 

 


